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England, Dominions and Borders of, 
together with that part of Ireland, 


gland excepted) and the ſame Ewers {imple ang 
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Exgliſb Pale, (excepting the Places th 
cepted, herein before mentioned) and t convey, 
carry away, and work in Waters, and Water- 
courſes belonging to the ſaid Miners, in all Parts 
and Territories of, and in her ſaid Realms, and 
either of them (except as therein is accepted) for 
all manner of Ewers ſimple and pure, or mix'd 
and compound, of the Mettals of Gold, Silver, 
Copper, Quickſilver, and for all other Minerals 
and Treaſures likely to be found in the ſaid 
Earths, Grounds, Places, and Soils, or any of 
them, and for Tin and Lead, in ſuch ſort as by 
the Laws and Cuſtoms of her ſaid Realms had 
been lawfully uſed (Copperas and Allom in Ex- 


pure, or mixt and compound of the Mettals of 
Gold, Silver, Copper, Quickſilver, Sc. to draw, 
break, ſtamp, waſh, boil, roaſt, or melt, or o- 


therwile to fine or bring to perfection, take and 


enjoy the ſame; and that if her Majeſty ſhould 
be pleaſed to have any other part of Ireland 
than the Exgliſh Pale ſearched for Minerals, then 
the ſaid Humfreys and Shute, theixg_ Heirs and | 
Aſſignes, ſhould have the like Privr N 
and Authority, Profit, Comodity, in ſuch other 
Parts out of the Exgliſſ Pale, to all Intents as if the 
ſame had been ſpecially expreſſed in ſuch Grant. 
17 Sept. 7 Queen Elis. ] By Letters Patents 
her ſaid Majeſty granted unto Humfreys and 
Shute the ſole uſe of the Calamine Stone and for 
compoſition of mixt Mettal call d Latten, and in 


redu-: 
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1E reducing it to be ſoft. and Maleable, as alſo in 
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and into all ſorts of Battery Wares, Caſt Work, 
and Wire, and alſo in the mollifying and manu- 
ing of Iron and Steel, and drawing and forging” 
of the ſame into Wire and Plates in all Places in 
her Realm of England, and that part of Ireland 
known by the Name of The Engliſh Pale. 
In both which faid Letters Patents is provided, 
That the faid Humfreys and Spute, their Heirs 
and Aſſigns, ſhould not work under or near any 
Caſtles. belonging to her Majeſty, her Heirs or 
Bucceſſors, or under, or in any Houfes, Gardens, 
9c. of her Subjects, and to make reaſonable Sa- 
tisfaction to all Owners, Farmers, £5c. for all 
Damages to Graſs, Corn, c. to be done: And 
that if any Perſon ſhould diſturb their Workmen, 
ſuch Perſon ſhould ſuffer {ix Months Impriſon- 
ment, and forfeit One hundred Pound, - _ 
And the ſaid Humfreys and Shate, their Heirs 
and Aſſigns, in and by both Letters Patents, are 
mpowered to take up at reaſonable Rates and 
Prices, Artificers, Inſtruments and Neceſſaries, 
Wor their Works; with Power alſo to erect Work- 
Pouſes on Crown Lands. 

17 Sep. 7 Eliz. 1565. By Indentures be- 
ween her ſaid Majeſty, of the one part, and the 
aid Humfreys and Shute of the 1 55 part, re- 
riting the ſaid two ſeveral Letters Patents grant- 
xd to them the ſaid Humfreys and Shute, for her 
elf her Heirs and Succeſſors, covenanted, That 
one of the Subjects of her ſaid Majeſty her 
Heirs or Succeſſors, or any other Perſon what 
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apting, manuring and working of the ſame, for, 


one Penny leſs than the Queen, her Heirs or Suc 


„ 
ſoever, other than ſuch as ſhould be ſet to work 
by the faid Humfreys and Shute, their Heirs 
or Aſſigns, ſhould be permitted or ſuffered to 
dig, open, or work, at any time after the date 
of the ſaid Letters Patents, within any of the 
Kingdoms or Confines before expreſſed, for the 
Calamine Stone, or for any Evers or Mines of 
Gold, Silyer, Copper, Quickſilver, Tin and Lead, 
or any of chem, nor to make and convert Copper 
into Latten, or thereof make or convert any 


manner of Steel or Iron into Wire or Plate, 


otherwiſe than by the Licenſe of the ſaid Hum- 
freys and Shate, their Heirs and Aſſigns; And 
that her ſaid Majeſty, her Heirs and Succeſſors, 
would diſturb and hinder all and every Perſon and 
Perſons whatſoever, who ſhould practice any 
thing contrary to the Privilege of the ſaid Letters 
Patents. In conſideration whereof the ſaid Hum- 
freys and Shute covenanted to pay her Majeſty 
her Heirs and Succeſſors, of all Gold, Silver, 
and Quickſilver, that ſhould be found neat of it 
{elf without Fire or Melting, the full Tenth 
part of the ſame, forthwith, upon the finding 
thereof; and of all Gold Ewer, and Silver Ewert 
to be found, holding in every Hundred eight 
Pound weight or above, in fine Gold or fine Sil 
ver, by the Aſſay; the like full tenth Part of all 
ſuch Gold and Silver ſo to be found, and the 
Preemption of all the reſt of the Gold and Silve 
aforeſaid, paying for the ſame, in every ounce o 
Gold Eight Pence, and in every ounce of Silver 


ceſſors, might or ſhould buy within their Mint 


to be paid in ready Money within Thirty Days, 
next after the Delivery of any ſuch Gold or Sil- 
ver, and Tin, in the name of Coinage or other 
Right, ſuch Portion as the Queen then had in 
Devonſhire or Cornwall ; and of Lead ſuch Cu- 
ſtom and other Profit as her Majeſty uſually had, 


or might have in other Parts of her Realm of 
England; and of the Calamine Stone, the juſt 


Twentieth Part of the ſame, or of the Value 
thereof, and of every Hundred Weight of fine 
Copper, during the firſt five Years next follow- 
ing the end of the ſix Months, from the Date of 

ſuch Indentures TwoShillings, or the Twentieth 
Part of every Hundred Weight of fine Copper, 
at the choice of her Majeſty, her Heirs and Suc- 

ceſſors, and after the ſaid fix Years be determi- 
ned, to have of every Hundred weight of fine 
Copper Two Shillings Six Pence, or the Fifteenth 
Part of every Hundred Weight of ſuch Fine 
Copper, or the Value thereof in currant Money, 
and to have ſo much of the ſaid Copper, and fo 


much of the ſaid Battery Plates and Wire as the 
= ſaid Humfreys and Spute, their Heirs or Aſſigns, 


ſhould make fo far forth as the ſaid Queen ſhall 


have need of for her neceſſary Affairs, on half a 


Years notice given, and paying ready Money for 


the full Value of the ſame. 


28th May 10 Elizs.) By Letters Patents re- 
Citing the ſaid Grant to the ſaid Humfreys and 
Shute, and other Letters Patents they the ſaid 
Humfreys and Shute, and their Aſſigns were im- 


power'd to grant, and did grant Parts and Por- 
tions of Licenſes to them granted, to ſeveral Aſ- 


ſignees, 
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ſignees, and ſince making ſuch Letters Patents, 


they granted and aſſigned unto Sir Nicholas Ba- 


con, Knt. Lorde Keeper of the Great Seal of 


England, Thomas Due of Norfolk, and others; 
divers Parts. and Portions of ſuch Licenſes by 


force whereof the ſaid Humfreys and Shute, and 


their Aſſigns, who had travel'd in the right 
uſe and ſearch of the Calamine- Stone, and of o- 


ther Battery Works, Ewers, Minerals, Oc. 
might be Incorporated and made a. Body Poli- 
tick, to avoid Inconveniencies by Death; and 
the ſaid Queen for farther advancement and en- 


couraging the working of the ſaid Calamine 


Stone, Battery Works, and other the Premiſſes, 
was pleas'd that the ſaid Humfreys, Shate, their 
Heirs and Aſſigns, ſhould enjoy all the Authori- 
ties, Grants, and Liberties, contained in the ſaid 
Letters Patents, and for the better effecting the 
ſame, did give and grant to the ſaid Sir Nicholas 
Bacon, Thomas Duke of Norfolk, Humfreys, and 


Shate, Oc. that they by the Name of Governors, 
Aſſiſtants, and Society of the Mineral and Bat- 


tery Works, ſhould be from thenceforth for ever 
a Body Politick in it ſelf Incorporate, and have 
Continuance for ever. 3 | 

12 June 10 Elis.] By Indentures between 
the faid Queen, of the one Part, and the Gover- 
nors, Aſſiſtants, and Society of the Mineral and 
Battery Works, of the other Part, after Recitals 


therein, the Company covenants to perform what 
the firſt Patentees were obliged to. 


In 1569, The Kingat Arms gave the Society 


a Seal with proper Arms, to uſe upon all their 
Occaſions. Vide Grant. 22 
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22 Jan. 1 Jac, 1.] By Letters Patents grant- 
ed by Queen Elizabeth, to the ſaid Humfreys 
and Shnte, for the ſole uſe of the Calamine Stone, 
and compoſition of Latten, and other mixt Me- 
tals, and reducing it to be ſoft and Maleable, 
and in Manuring the ſame into all ſorts of Bat- 
tery Works, Caſt Works, Wire, c. in any 
Place within his Realms and Dominions. His 
Majeſty incorporated the Earl of Pembroke, and 
others by the ſame Name, for better continuing 
the ſaid Corporation; and granted unto them all 


manner of Mines and Ewers, Simple and Pure, 


or Mixt and Compound of Gold, Silver, Copper, 
Quickſilver, Tin and Lead, and all other Mine- 
rals and Treaſures ; (Except as therein is excep- 
ted,) and his ſaid Majeſty did thereby command 
all his Loving Subjects, and all other Perſons 
whatſoever, not to attempt to uſe the ſaid Cala- 
mine Stone, or Compound, or make into Plate, 
or Wire, any of the ſaid Latten Battery, Iron or 
Steel, or other Wire by any other Means, or 
with any other Inſtrument, Tool or Device 
than they did uſe in the Seventh Year of the 
Reign of the late Queen Elizabeth; nor to dig, 
open, mine, or get any of the ſaid Ewers, Met- 
| tals or Treaſures of the Earths aforeſaid, without 

Licenſe firſt obtained of the Company, upon 
Penalty of ſix Months Tmpriſonment, and an 


Hundred Pounds Forfeiture. 
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An eAbſtra& of the Power of the Charters, 
Granted by Queen Elizabeth and Ring James I. 
AH Society made and confirmed a Body 
| Politick for ever; to have a Common 
Seal to uſe upon all their Occaſions, liberty to Pur- 
chaſe, Let, Set, or Grant, Sue and be Sued in 
as ample Form as any other Corporation ; and 
have Power to elect two Governors, two Depu- 
ty Governours, eight Aſſiſtants or more. To 
aſſemble and govern Affairs by their own Con- 
ſtitutions. To elect other Governours, Fc. in 
the room of any that ſhall die; and to expel un- 
worthy Members. No Members to ſerve Ju- 
Ties; and to admit as many Members as ſhall be 
thought convenient, not exceeding eight Fo- 
reigners, who are to have Letters Patents to 
make them Free, with Power to adminiſter 
Oaths. No Perſon to put in Practice or Imitate 
any Method, Engine or Inventions, imployed or 
uſed by the Society. All the Society's Officers, 
Sc. to be ſubject to the Juriſdiction of their Go- 
vernment, and to pay Fines as {hall be adjudged. 
To have Power to conſtitute and appoint Ofii 
cers, Servants, E£9c. To erect Workhouſes up- 
on any Lands belonging to their Majeſties, their 
Heirs and Succeſſors without Moleſtation. 

Reſervation by the Crown to Reſume, upon 
giving a Recompence, as ſhall be adjudged by 
{ix Citizens. Not to be Re- granted to any other 
but the Society. All Juſtices, Barons, E9c. to 
be aiding and aſſiſting to the Society, and not ſuf- 
fer any Proſecution at Law againſt the Gover- 
nours, Aſſiſtants, Members or Servants, £ 8 
3 „ * 
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ly 
n An Sia of A. of Parlianings 1 
„ Proclamations, Tryals in the E Ex- 
d WM chequer, Hearings before King 
„and Council, and in the High 
Gurt of Chancery, relating to the 

"| Grant, &c. to Thurland and 
u- Houghſetter, . andi 
ee 

0 Shure. 8 

x0) 

ok 10 5 AbE Corporations and to ſubſiſt 

* r 

- 39 Elis. An Act of Parliament paſſed for 
o. their Encouragement. 

4 43 Elis. An Act of Parliament paſſed for con- 
- firming Patents, and Right of others ſaved. 

| I Jac. 1. Their Grants and Charters con- 
75 firm'd. 

| 3 Jac. 1. A ſaving Clauſe to clas] in the Act 

1 a gainft Monopolies. 

I 14 Jac. 1. "The Company petition the King 

/ Wo remit the Fiftcenth Part of his Share of Cop- 
4 per reſerved to him. 


15 Fac. 1. Granted and ordered to be enroll'd. 
19 Jac. 1, A Warrant obtained from the 


Lords of the Council to ſeize ſome Perſons * 
12 incroaching on their Privileges. 


Cc | 19 Jac, 


complies to the Company's Demands. 


(10 ) 


23 Fac. 1. A Petition to his Majeſty to pre- 
ſerve the Privileges of the Society. 1 

In 1625. 1 Car. 1. His Majeſty paſſes. a 
Grant to Sir Hugh Midleton, who gets the ſame il 
confirmed by the Company, and takes a Leaſe 
under them. 7 8 

Car. 1. The Society Petition his Majeſty to 
iſſue out a Proclamation to prevent the Importa- 


tion of Foreign Wire to their Prejudice, which 


was granted. 5 
5 Car. 1. A Warrant was obtained againſt 


Mr. Biſſe for incroaching on their Privileges, 


who was compelled to ſubmit to their Terms. 
An Order from the Exchequer to pay Mr. 
Thorpes Zhare or Dividend, being extended. 
6 Car. 1. A Proclamation againſt Foreign 
Wire and Wool-Cards. . 
14 Car. 1. An order of Reference from the 
Counſel to the Society, about ſome Difference to 
be adjuſted by them. „ 
In 1638. 14 Car. 1. An Act of Parliament 
paſſed in favour of the Society, to prevent fo- 
reign Iron Wire, Wool-Cards, Sc. being im- 
ported. bo 
16 Car. 1. An Information in the Exchequer. 


againſt Mr, Brokesby, ſigned by the Attorney 


General. = 
In 1649. 2 Car. 2. Mr. Brokesby ſubmits 


and 


1656. Lord Whitlock, Commiſſioner of the 
Treaſury, examines the Grants of Incorporati- 
| | ons, 
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ons, and gives his Opinion that they were Good 

and Firm, and other ſubſequent Grants for 
lines world r f n. 
| 1660. Several Petitions were renew'd to pre- 
4 MF vent the importing Foreign Wire. 


1 


1662. The Lord Brounker and Sir Robert 
Murray being deſirous to be fatisfied of the Com- 
pany's Grants, in behalf of the Royal Society, 
the ſaid Grants being examined by them, they 
were fully ſatisfied of the Power, and took a 
ch W Leaſe of a Mine by Order, and for Account of 

the ſaid Royal Society. - 

nit WW 1662. The Company was ſummon'd by or- 
es, der of the King and Councel to attend in relati- 
on to their putting in a Caveat with my Lord 
Ir. Chancellor, to prevent paſſing a Grant of Mines 
to Sir George Hamilton and others; upon which 
gn Sir George Hamilton ſurrendred the intended 
Grant to the Company, and they become Mem- 

bers in their Privileges. Lo 
In 1668. 20 Car, 2. The Company for the 
Mines Royal were united with the Society for 
the Mineral and Battery Works, and his Ma- 
; jeſty was pleas'd to incourage the ſame. Prince 

Rupert and the Lord Shaftsbary were at a Court 

held at the Robes Chamber in Whitehall, elected 
Governours. £5 

1678. There was Tryals in the Exchequer, 

and Hearings before the King and Counſel, in 

WW favour of the Company, and a Proclamation 
was iſſued forth at the Requeſt of the Society, 
and is as follows, LS 


Q 


C2 Whereas 
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„Card Wyar, nor Iron Wyer for making of 


and the ſaid Wool-Cards are of Great Con- 


0 


nufadures before ſpecified, but alſo to the Ru- 


(12) 

© Whereas by ſeveral Acts of Parliament 
© made in the Third Year of King Edward the 
© Fourth, the Firſt Year of King Richard the 
Third, the Nine and Thirtieth Year of Queen 
* Elizabeth and the Fourteenth of his now Ma- 


© jeſties Reign, and other Statutes of this King- 


dom, It is enacted (amongſt other Things con- 
© tained) that no Iron Thread commonly call- 
© ed White Wire) nor Cards for Wool, nor 


© Wool-Cards, ſhall be imported into this King- 
dom (herein the beſt Iron Thread is made) 
And whereas by the ManufaQtures of making 
* and drawing of Wyer, and of making off 
* Wool-Cards, very many poor People and their 
Families have been implied and maintained, 
* cernment to this Kingdom for the good ma- 
© king of Woolen Cloth: The Kings moſt Ex- 
* cellent Majeſty therefore, taking the Premiſſes 
into his Prjacely conſideration; and being ſen- 
* fible that if the Importation of Foreign Wireif 
and other Manufactures aforeſaid, ſhould bel 
permitted, the ſame would tend not only to the 
Deſtruction of the ſaid ManufaQures within 
his Dominions, and to the great Prejudice off 
* the ancient and profitable Trade of Clothing, 
and divers other Trades, which do neceſfarilyiM 
depend upon Iron Wire, and the ſeveral Ma- 


in of many Hundreds of Families, whoſe ſole 
Livelihood conſiſt therein: Is graciouſly plea- 
* ſed for the Preſervation of the ſaid uſeful Ma- 

| PE « nutaCctures 
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ent M* nufatures ( which he is reſolved to encourage) 
the ( and for the good of his Sujets, by this His 
the . Royal Proclamation, with the Advice of his 
een Privy Council) ſtrictly to charge and com- 
Ma- mand, that from henceforth no Perſon or Per- 


ſons whatſoever, Natives, Denizens, Aliens, 
or Others, do or {hall import, bring or convey, 


all- or cauſe to be imported, brought or conveyed 
nor ' into any Place or Places within this his Realm 
of MW of England, or Dominion of Wales, from or 
ing- “ out of any Part or Place beyond the Seas, any 
de ) 
0 C 


of the ſaid Foreign Wire or Wool-Cards, or 
ing WF any other Manufactures made of Foreign Iron 


of Wire, contrary to Acts of Parliament aforeſaid, 
heir or any of them, or any other Law or Statute 
ned, of this Kingdom, upon pain of Forfeiture there- 
on-: Ml © of according to the ſaid Statutes, One Moity 
ma- © to his Majeſty, and the other Moity to him or 
Ex- them that ſhall ſeize the ſame, or ſuch other 
iſſes Ml © Penalties and Forfeitures as by the Laws of this 
ſen- © Kingdom and his Majeſties Prerogative Royal 
vire © may be inflicted upon the Offenders : And 
be © that under the like Penalties, no Old Iron 
) the © Wire taken out of old Wook Cards, ſhall be 
think © put into New Leather, or New Boards, and 
de off put to Sale; And his Majeity doth ſtrictly 
ing, © charge and command as well the Governors, 
ily Aſiſtants and Society of the City of London of 
Ma- and for the Mineral and Battery Works, as al- 
Ru-. .* {o the Commiſſioners, Farmers, and all other 
ſole Officers whatſoever of his Majeſties Cuſtoms, 
JleaW and all other Perſons whatſoever, to ſeize all 
Ma-. ; fuch Foreign Wire and Commodities aforeſaid, 
ures | "> pn 
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c as ſhall be imported or ſold contrary to the ſaid 
< Statutes, and this his Royal Proclamation, in 
.< 'whoſe Hands ſoever the ſame ſhall be found: 
© And that they and every of them be in all Re- 
< ſpe&ts Diligent and Circumſpe& in the pre- 


bited Commodities before ſpecified, and in the 
< Diſcovery thereof when imported, and that 


and cauſe the Offenders therein to be puniſh*d 
as to Juſtice ſhall appertain. And his Majeſty 


and aſſiſting in all things touching the due 1 
Execution of his Majeſt ies Royal Proclamation 


< they will anſwer the contrary at their utmoſt | 
eil. 


of what was ſeized to be deſtroyed, becauſe 


* 


<« venting the Importation of the ſeveral prohi- 
they make ſeizure thereof according to Law, 


« doth alſo hereby require all Juſtices of the 
© Peace, Mayors, Sheriffs, Bailiffs, Conſtables, 
and other Officers whatſoever, to be aiding} 


from time to time as occaſion. ſhall require, as 


Given at our Court at Whitehall, the 3d 
of May 1678. In the 3oth Tear of our. 


Reign. | 


1679, ACommiſſion was granted to anOfficer| 
appointed by the Society to ſeize Foreign Wire, | 
and an order in Councel for the King's Moiety 


the Sale ſhould not prejudice the Society. 

1689, In an Act of Parliament paſs'd the x/7 
of King Milliam and Queen Mary, to repeal the 
Statute againſt Multiplying Gold and Silver, in 
whichtheir was a Clauſe obtain'd, that no Mine 
of Copper, Tin, Iron, or Lead, {hould be adjud- 


ged 
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| infſped or reputed a Royal Mine, altho” Gold or 
nd: Pilver ſhould be extracted out of the ſame, 
Re- 


1692, There was a Law Suit between Sir 
Carbary Price and Mr. eAnthony Sheppard, which \ 


x3 Peing 1 obtain'd againſt the Company, 

the yr fear of a Re-hearing, they procured an Act 

chat f Parliament, 1693. to prevent Difputes con- 

aw, erning Royal Mines in Eug land, in which it 

ſeq Nas order'd no Mine ſhould be eſteem'd a Roy- 

eſty Mine; but that the Proprietors of any Mines 

the yithin the Kingdom, wherein any Oar ſhall be 

bles. liſcovered, and in which there is Copper, Lin, 

ling Fron, or Lead, ſhall and may hold and enjoy 1 
due e fame ; notwithſtanding ſuch Mines or Oar © { 
tion hall be computed or claimed a Royal Mine. 


Provided always that their Majeſties, their 
eirs and Succeſſors, and all claiming any Royal 
ines under them, ſhall and may have the 
Dar of any ſuch Mine or Mines paying the 
Proprietors, vis. for Copper Oar, I. 16 per Tun; 
Tin Oar, I. 2 per Tun; Iron Oar, I. 2 per Tun; 
Ind Lead Oar, J. 9 per Tun. | 


cer The Societies Privileges being thus leſſen'd, 
Tire Nave Birth to the Corporation of the 
Viety Nine eAdventnrers, obtain'd by miſrepreſenta- 


ion. Whoſe irregular Proceedings ſo much di- 
couraged the Mineral Affairs — Which alſo 


- 3/28 ffected the Society of the Mines Mineral, and 
che ettery Works, that they left the Management 
a of their Affairs to an indiſcreet Perſon, Mr. Mo- 
Aine Stringer, who was appointed one of the Go- 
buds ernours, and made Mineral Maſter General of 
ged the Societies, and confirm'd therein by the Mem- 


bus 
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Company as a Corporation, and by an Order 


in whichCauſe the Company was decreed to pay 


| Maſter General, and Regiſter i in the {aid Soci- 


-,.. "CY 


bers thereof at ſucceeding Courts, and bis Son 
choſen. Hereditary, Regiſter and Secretary. 

. 1709, A Petition was preferr'd to the Queen 
in Council, for a Warrant againſt Mr. John 
Tripp of Briſtal, to appear, for incroaching on 
the Society's Privileges, which Was obtain'd, and 
he attended accordingly. * 

-In November 1709, A Suit was commenced 
in the High Court of Chancery, by one Thomas 
Potter, againſt the then Governours, Aſſiſtants, 
and Society of the City of London, of and for, 
the -Mines Royal, the Mineral and Battery | 
Works. Which S Suit was defended by the faid 


of the faid Court, they were allowed to put 
in their Anſwers under their Common Seals, 


the ſaid Potter's Demands. . 5 

1715, The ſaid Moſes Stringer dyed, before 
he had made much progreſs in the Buſineſs, and 
his Widow, and her Son, and other Members 
not being skilful in the Socicty's Affairs, and 
being willing to promote the ſaid Undertaking, 
they apply'd to Mr. Ph. Peck of Flint, to take 
the Management thereof, and after ſeveral Con- 
ferences, he Was elected Governour, Mineral 


ety, and confirm'd therein at ſucceeding Courts, 
under the Corporations Seals, as were alſo ſeveral 
Gentlemen of Worth, who are lega lly and re- 
gularly elected Members and . 3 in the 
room of ſuch deceas'd, according to the power. 


r 
of the Charters and their Conſtitutions, and 
the Methods of other Companies. 


Decem. 1716, Potter renew'd his Suit in the 
High Court of Chancery (his Debt altho? de- 
creed, not being paid) and ſerv'd Ph, Peck 
Vith a Proceſs of Subpænua, requiring him as Go- 
"Wrvernour, and the Aſſiſtants and Society of the 


1 Maid Company, to appear the 23d Jan. 1716. 
= to the ſaid Suit, which they did and afterwards 
its. Das ſuch Corporation, petition'd for Time to 
oe Manſwer, and they had the fame granted. 


In February 1716, The Governours, Aſſi- 


T 4 , ' . 

110 Wants, and Society of the ſaid Corporations, 
Jer Metition'd the King in Councel, for a Grant of 
put Wrecks, which was receiv'd, allow'd of, and 


1s Majeſty was pleas'd to Expreſs himſelf in 
their Favour, and referr'd their Petition to the 
Mttorney and Solicitor General, in like manner, 
as the Society's former Petitions to his Royal 
Predeceſſors had been done. 
March 1716, The Governour paid Potter 


bers .. * 

and Nis Demands on the Company, as per his Re- 
ing, eit, vi. on the back of the Decree, of which 
take Inderneath is copied. 


I Thomas Potter Complainant, do hereby ac- 
nowlege to have had and receiv'd, on the Da. 
If the Date hereof, of and from PH. Peck, Eſq; 
overnour of the two United Societies of the 
Wity of London, of the Mines Royal, the Mi- 
Feral and Battery Works, the Sum of One Hun- 
red and Sixty Pounds, of lawful Money of 
reat-Britain, being in full Payment, Satisfa- 
tion, and diſcharge of all Principal Money, 
3 D Intereſt, 
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Intereſt, and Coſt of Suit, both in Law and 
Societies of the City of London, of and for the 
Widow, Hermes Hipocrates Stringer, and John 3 


of March, 1716. 


the former Leaſes being expir'd. 


ct, who allow'd they were a Legal Societ)ſi 


(18) 
Equity, decreed to be paid to me the ſaid Ths. 
Potter, by the late Governour, Aſſiſtants, and 


Mines Royal, the Mineral and Battery Works, 
Mary Stringer, Widow, Margaret Mitchell, 


Fores, In Witneſs whereof, I the ſaid Thomas 
Potter have hereunto ſet my Hand, the 11755 


_ Witneſs 
Charles Bowles, 
George Edgcomb, 


_ Tho. Potter. 
. Blake. 


The ſubſiſting of which Corporations was 
never doubted of in any Court or Office what-M 
ſoever, where they have had any Occaſion to 
apply to: But on the contrary, confirmed and 
corrobarated by ſeveral Acts, in the Reigns oi 
the ſucceeding Kings and Queens of thi 
Realm. 27 

In Nomember 1717, The Society's Grants 
Charters, c. was referr'd to a Committee, to 


be laid before able Councellors, to have thei 


Opinion thereon, and to receive Inſtructions ho- 
to recover their Rents and renew their Leaſe 
"= 
* 93 Wo 

November 1717, The Committee made thei 
Report that they had read the Grants, mad 
Abſtracts, c. and laid the fame before Coun 


ant 


0 


Kot, 7 * wn 9 * 4 
! . . Lots , nn * 
F. * * 
* U. 2 
' a 8 
22 * * 
. 
* 2 


and might recover their Rents, c. per Action 


or Bill, Oc. 


And that they had alſo peruſed feveral Pro- 
poſals laid before them by Mr. Philip Peck, 


which in their Opinion would be an ef- 
fectual way to oblige the Tenants of the So- 


ciety to pay their Rent with chearfulneſs, and 


render the Corporation of univerſal Advantage 


and Service to his Majeſty and to all the May 
nufacturers of Mineral Affairs. Wa 


D 2 . 


"7 20 50 
6 A Copy of a Letter 10 the Chmmittes 


for Mineral and Battery Works; 
and the has: theregf. 


Gentlemen, 


Efore the 7th of Queen Eli 1 (Incor- 
porated William Humfreys , Chriſtopher 
Shutz, and others, by the Name of Governours, 
Aſſiſtants, and Society for the Mineral and Bat- 
tery Works) there was not any Wire made or 
drawn by any ſuch Arts, Tools and Engines, as 
were deviſed by them, and fuch Strangers as 
they at great Coſt and Charges brought over in- 


Wire was made and drawn by Man's Strength, 
in the Foreſt of Dean, and the North Parts; 


it into Wire, as the ſaid Patentees and their 
Agents deviſed, could not make any great quan- 
tity, nor of chat goodneſs, ſundry ſorts and 
N ſizes, as they did; nor ſo cheap as the like could 
* be brought from Foreign Parts; 

whereof, the greateſt part of the Wire then 
16 uſed in Enzlaind, and allo Cards ready made 
for dreſſing Wool, and divers other Inſtruments 
: 0 were Imported. 

5 But ever ſince the firſt ſettling of the Paten- 
115 LE m_— ks at Trntorze, and other Places; the 


been furnithed with Wire by the Patentees and 


Hi % off the's 
11 
bl their 


to this Realm; for before that time, all Exgliſh 


not having skill in forging Iron, and drawing 1 


by means 


whole Kingdom of Ezeland and Ireland have 


- n 8 _—_— * >, 
PAS Mia td 7 9 . has 4 FEY r 12 8 
3 * * 4 Hs. 10 x . 
. : * W 
* 
„ 1 
L q 
þ - = 
bs 
4 a 
Z 


their Farmers; and oftentimes ſuch - Plenty hath 
been made, that they have Exported Wire into 
Barbary, Turkey, and other, Foreign Countries; 
and to continue imploying their Men, have 
been forced to receive intotheir hands largequan- 
ticies of Wire, a Year together, until Sale ofs 
fer'd, and hath been made of ſuch neceſſary Sorts 
and Sizes, that the Kingdom approv'd of its Good- 
neſs ; and was for the moſt part ſerved with Wire 
a for Wool-Cards, c. whereby many Thouſands 
of his Majeſties Subjects have gotten, and do get 
their Livings for themſelves and Families, more 


, than in former Times. 
The faid Humfreys and Shatsz, did at their 
; great Charge, bring over into this Realm, above 


Twenty Strangers Artiſts, who they imploy'd 
at their Work at Tintorne, to make and frame 
Ihe Water Wheels, Engins, Tools, and other 
: Inſtruments, fitting and belonging to the ſaid 
5 Works, and putting in practice the right uſe 

$f the Water Works and Engins to draw and 
Witrain Bars into ſmall Rods for big Wire, and 


d WM to all forts of ſmaller Wire, the like whereof 
d aas never before known in England. And the 
is aid Humfreys and Shuts, at their own Coſt and 
n bharges, ſent for one Mr. Corſiett, a German, 
le vho made farther Improvements in the ſaid 
ts Undertaking, 

The ſaid Patentees and their Succeſſors, con- 
18 


tinued working, and making Improvements, 
16 above Forty Years, without receiving back one 
ve half of the Money, they, and their Predeceſ- 
id ſors, had laid out on the faid Works; who af- 


J 


terwards 


(22 ) 
terwards granted Leaſes to ſeveral to work un- 
der them, and took large Fines, and reſerv'd 
Rents, (as per the Books,) and deſtroyed ſuch 
Work-houſes as were not Licens'd. Bo 
It will ſeem neceſſary now, to give ſome Ac- 
count why the Society has not of late Years ap- 
pear'd in that Luſtre, and ated with that 
Power, as the Privileges granted, entitled them 
to exert. 

One great Cauſe of the Corporations declin- 
Ing, was by means of ſeveral of their Tenants 
and Farmers, becoming Members, A ſſiſtants, 
and afterwards Governours of the Society. Who 
by artful Management, fo inſinuated themſelves 
into others of the ſaid Corporations, whereby 
(and favouring one another) divers of thern who 
had Leaſes from, and wrought under the Cora} 
porations, obtain'd ſuch large Abatements of 
Rent, and had new Leaſes made at ſuch low 
Rates, as rendred the Income and Revenue to 
ſo little a Value, as it was ſcarce worth the 
Charge and Trouble of looking after: For the 
Profits which ſhould have ſupported ſuch a Body 
Politick, to anſwer the good Ends intended, by 
their being Incorporated, was ſwallow'd up by 
private Perſons, Members thereof; many off 
whom got great Eſtates by the ſame (notwith 
ſtanding their folemn Oaths to the contrary. 
And the Rents by means thereof, being thu 
beaten down in Value, many others lefſen'c 
theirs. And the Corporation thus diſcouraged 
took little Care of their Affairs, as can be made 
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un- appear by their Court-Books, wherein too ma- 
vd ny Examples of ſuch Practices are to be ſeen. 
uch In 1693, One Mr. Moſes Stringer being ad- 
mitted a Member, perceived the Miſmanage- 
Ac- ment and Careleſneſs of the Society then ſubſi- 
ap- ſting, he took Advantage of their Ignorance, 
that bought out ſome of their Intereſt, and brought 
1em Wl into the Society ſome of his own Friends, and 
endeavour'd ſeveral Times, by Petitions, Schemes, 
in- and Printed Books, to revive the Undertaking ; 
ants but having the Misfortune to love Drinking to 
nts, Exceſs, grew ſo Irregular and Indiſcreet, 
ho] that no Gentlemen would be Concerned with 
Ives him. | - 
'eby The Leaſes of a great many Battery Works 
who being now expired the Society will proceed, e. 
Cor- not only to exert their Privileges, and eſtabliſh 
s of the Society in a better Condition than before 
ſuch Leaſes were granted, but will be alſo ſer- 
= viceable to the Manufacturers thereof, by ad- 
vancing the Trade in general, and taking care 
of their Poor, and other good Offices, as per 
Propofals at large: Which will ſurmount any 
Rent ſuch Proprietors will pay for the liberty of 
ya working under the Society whoſe Privileges 
were granted to them for ever. Os 
Note, That altho' the Company have not 
been fo very ſuccesful to themſelves, yet they 
have been very. beneficial to their Tenants and 
Members, and the whole Kingdom in general, 
and of great Advantage to the Wool Trade. 
Therefore in conſideration of paſt Services and 


Charges, 


— ———_— * 


all Lovers of their Country and Induſtry, will 
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Charges, if the Company can by good Manage- 
ment eſtabliſn their Undertaking for the future, 
upon ſuch Terms as ſhall be adjudged of an 
Advantage to all Parties concern'd; it's hoped 


approve and promote the fame, and the En- 
deavours of, | f 


44 Tour faithful Servant, 50 


Ph. PE ck. 
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| To the Cumittee of the Society for 
the Management of Mines, and 
10 the Incouragers of Mines, Mi- 

nerals, &c. E 


Gentlemen, | 
k. OU will find by abſtracts of the Patents 
WI granted by Queen Elizabeth (who being 

inclinable to have her Kingdoms ſearched for 
Mines, Minerals, c.) Her Majeſty ave Power 
and Liberty to Thurland and Haug nes: Hum- 
Freys and Shuts, to dig in her Territories, which 
they did with application, and great Expence. 
Thourland and Houghſetter, with others, were 
Incorporated by the Name of Governours, Affi- 
ſtants, and Society ſor Mines Royal, and alſo, 
Humfreys and Shut by the Name of Gover- 
nours, Aſſiſtants, and Society for the Mineral 
and Battery Works, to them, their Heirs, and 
Aſſigns for ever. F 
| Her Maieſty, a Princeſs of unparraled peni- 
tration, obſerving in her great Wiſdom, the 
then unskilfulneſs of her Subjects in Mineral 
Affairs, was graciouſly pleaſed to give the So- 
ciety Power to admit Foreigners (that ſhould | 
be eminent for their Knowlege therein) to be 
employ'd, who for their Incouragement, were to 
be made free by Letters Patents, with other large 
Privileges; and by being Incorporated, the 00 
| E thods 
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thods and Rules by them uſed, in the manage- 
ment of their Affairs, might be handed. down for 
the benefit of Poſterity; by intailing thoſe Arts, 
improveable by their Succeſſors in the Society. 


_ The Corporation being thus incouraged, conti- 
Bf nued making great Improvements in the ſearch- 
W ing of Oars and Minerals, melting and refining 
Fl Iron, Slags, Copper, Lead, and other Metals : 
Ll Io effect which, they ſunk out of their Capital 
#4 Stock, to make Tryals and Experiments, the Sum 
I of 343811. 55. 9d. and at the ſame time paid the 
_ Queen her Share for Copper, and other Metals, 
13 27611. 10s. Nett, without any Charge to the 
81 Crown. Notwithſtanding, they continued work- 
[ iy ing and granting Leaſes, as appears by their 
A Rent Roll, eſpecially to Mr. Sheppard, who 
141 1 ht the Mines in Cardiganſbire, Farmed 
0 wroug 'o ; 
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by Sir Hugh Middleton, who got by the ſame, 
2000 J. per Month, which Money he laid out 
to bring ip __ Levels to thoſe Mines, and 
alſo expended great Sums of Money, to bring 
theNew River Water to Illington, for the ſup- 
ply of London. And afterwards the famous 
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1. Chymiſt, Mr. Thomas Buſhell, produced ſo much. 
44 Gold and Silver, as kept ſeveral Mines at work, 
4 Cloath'd part of King Charles the Iſt's Army, 
1 Rais'd a Regiment of Horſe for the King's Life- 
5 Guards, and put his Brother John Buſbell, at 
* the Head of them, who for his Loyalty was 
15 Beheaded. „ „ 
"| Act the time of the Civil-Wars, the Works 
11 became neglected, and Perſons invaded the 


King's Right, and their Privileges, and took 
ö ET. meers 
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meers of Ground, and ſet Stows, and work'd 
upon the Crown Lands, to the great Loſs and 
Prejudice of the Crown's Revenue, and leſſen- 
ing the Prerogative Power. And ſuch Perſons, 
by keeping Poſſeſſion without Interruption, in 
proceſs of Time, thought themſelves rightly and 
juſtly poſſeſs'd, until Mr. Anthony Sheppard 
undertook, by a Deputation from the Society, 
to endeavor to retrieve the King's Right, and 
their Privileges; by means whereof, they might 
endeavour to be as ſerviceable to King V. and 
Q. Ann, as they had been to King Charles; but 
was prevented by a vexatious Law Suit, and 


PA; 


an Act of Parliament procured by the Enemies 4 


of their Conſtitutions, without regarding their 


former Charge, Expences, and great Services, 
to the Nation, £9c. which prevented their grant- 
ing Leaſes upon Subſects Lands; and for want 


Y of prudent and skilful Managers, the King's 
WF Right, and their Intereſt was then negle- 
W cted, occaſion'd by the Wars, and little de- 


mand for Oar and Lead ; but being now ſettled 
upon a better Foundation, and proper Perſons 


| Elected, skilful in the Mineral Affairs; and ſe- 
| veral Works belonging to the Society being late- 
ly diſcovered to them, and former Leaſes expi- 
red, and a King of that excellent Wiſdom and 


Knowlege, who is ſo good an Incourager of 


| fuch Affairs; His own Territories abound- 


ing with great plenty of Mines, and His 
Majeſty and Royal Family taking pleaſure to 
incourage Arts and Induſtry, obliges the Soct- 
ety to Reſolve to exert themſelves to promote 
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His Majeſty's Intereſt, by recovering his juſt 


Right in ſuch Grounds as belongs to the Crown, 


(the Mines not being givenaway withthe Lands) 


now lying neglected, uncultivated, or elſe un- 


juſtly in Poſſeſſion of ſuch Perſons as have no 


Legal Right to them. 
And the Society will alſo endeavour to ad- 


vance the Trade in general, according to their 
Propoſitions (or any other Method that ſhall 


be recommended) for the conſtant Imployment 
and Relief of the Artiſts, Miners, and Poor 
thereof. And as the Society has been pleas'd to 
place ſome Confidence in my Management, I 
ſhall make it my Study to anſwer the Expecta- 
tions of all concern'd, and endeavour to merit 
the Love of the Workmen, Sc. in this Pub- 
lick Capacity, as I did when I added in a pri- 
vate one, preferring always their Intereſt and 
Welfare, leaving my future Proceedings to con- 
firm and convince ſuch of my good Intentions, 
I remain, Fo. 


Your faithful Servant, 


London 


Novem. 1717. PH. PECK. 


Pleaſe to obſerve, that the Acts 


the Societies Rights and Privileges in Ireland, 
and his Majeſty's Plantations; or Mines found 
on Crown or waſte Lands in England: Aud 
for your farther ſatisfaftion therein, I refer you 
#9 the Copy of the ſaid Acts, hereafter 9 
3 * — 11 


of Parlia. 
ment paſo' d in R. W. and Q. M. no ways leſſens 
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i Gulielmi & Marie. eA Clauſe in an ic to Re- 
peal the Statute made in the Fifth Tear of Ring 
Hen. 4. againſt the multiplying Gold and Silver. 


Rovided alſo, And be it further Enacted by 

the Authority aforeſaid, That no Mine of 
Copper, Tin, Iron or Lead, ſhall hereafter be 
adjudged, reputed or taken to be a Royal Mine, 
although Gold or Silver may be extracted out 
of the ſame. 85 


5 Gulielmi & Marie. An Act to prevent Di. 
{pager and Controverſies concerning Royal 


XX 7 Hereas by a Clauſe in one Act of Parlia- 
+ ment, made in the firſt Year of their 
MNajeſties Reign, Entituled, A act to repeal 
the Statute made in the Fifth Tear of Ring 
Henry 4. againſt the multiplying of Gold and 
SzJver ; It is, among other things, EnaQed, 


That no Mine of Tin, Copper, Iron or Lead, 


{ſhall hereafter be adjudged, reputed or taken to 
be a Royal Mine, although Gold and Silver may 
be extracted out of the ſame. But notwith- 
ſtanding the good Proviſion by the ſaid Statute 
to prevent the diſcouraging their Majeſties good 
Subjects, who have Mines of Copper, Tin, 
Tron or Lead in their Soils, from dig ing and 
opening the ſame, many Doubts an GucRions 
have ariſen upon the ſaid Statute, whereby great 

| | FFF 


4 


LL, 
Suits and Troubles have ariſen to many Owners f 
and Proprietors of ſuch Mines. 5 
- Wherefore, for the better Explanation of the 
ſaid Statute, Be it further Enacted and Declared I. 
by the King and Queens moſt Excellent Ma- 
jeſties, by and with the Advice and Conſent of 
the Lords Spiritual and Temporal, and Com. 
mons in this preſent Parliament aſſembled, an 
by the Authority of the ſame, That all and eve- 
ry Perſon and Perſons, being Subjects of the 
rown of England, Bodies Politick or Corpo- |! 
rate, that now are, or hereafter fhall be the 
the Owner or Owners, Proprietor or Proprierors 
of any Mine or Mines within the Kingdom of 
England, Dominion of Wales, or Town of Ber- 
_ ww:ck upon Tweed, wherein any Ore now is, or 
hereafter ſhall be diſcovered, opened, found or 
wrought, and in which there is Copper, Tin, 
Tron, or Lead, ſhall and may hold or enjoy the 
fame Mine or Mines, and Ore, and continue 
in the Poſſeſſion thereof, and dig and work the 
faid Mine or Mines, or Ore, notwithſtanding. 
that ſuch Mine or Mines, or Ore ſhall be pre- 
tended or claimed to be a Royal Mine, or Roy- 
al Mines, any Law, Uſage or Cuſtom to the 
contrary notwithſtanding. Provided always, 
and be it EnaQed and Declared, that their Ma- 
jeſties, their Heirs and Succeſſors, and all claim- 
ing any Royal Mines under them, ſhall ard 
may have the Ore of any ſuch Mine or Mines, 
in any part of the ſaid Kingdom of England, 
Dominion of Wales, or Town of Berwick up- 
on Tweed, (other than Tin Ore in the Counties 
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Devon and Cornwal,) paying to the Proprie- 
ors or Owners of the ſaid Mine or Mines, 
herein ſuch Ore is or ſhall be found, within 
Thirty Days after the ſaid Ore 1s or ſhall be rai- 
ed and laid upon the Bank of the ſaid Mine or 
ines, and before the ſame be removed from 
hence, the Rates following (that is to ſay) for 
all Ore waſht, made clean and merchantable, 
herein is Copper, the Rate of Sixteen Pounds 


Fa per Ton: And for all Ore waſht, made clean 
po- and mercheantable, wherein there is Tin, the 
the Rate of Forty Shillings per Ton : And for all 
ors Ore, waſht, made clean and merchantable, 
herein there is Iron, the Rate of Forty Shil- 
er. Tings per Ton: And for all Ore, waſht, made 
or lean and mercheantable, wherein there is Lead, 


he Rate of Nine Pounds per Ton: And in De- 


| bY ault of Payment of ſuch reſpective Sums as a- 
the Poreſaid, it ſhall and may be lawful, for the 
me Wwners and Proprietors of the ſaid Mine or 
the Mines, wherein ſuch Ore is, are, or ſhall be 
ng ound, to ſell and diſpoſe of the ſaid Ore to his 
re. and their own Uſes : any Law, Statute or Cu- 
92 ſtom to the contrary notwithſtanding. 
che . Provided always, That nothing contained in 


ys this Act ſhall alter, determine or make void the 
{a. (Charters granted to the Tinners.of Devon and 
Coruwal, by any of the Kings and Queens of 
iq Irhis Realm, or any of the Liberties, Privileges | 
| or Franchiſes of the ſaid Tinners, or to alter, 
determine or make void the Laws, Cuſtoms, or 
. {Conſtitutions of the Staunaries of Devon or 
15 WI Corxwa), or any of them. | | 
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